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The Meaning of Christian Faith in the lives of 

Principals of Catholic Primary Schools in the Republic of Ireland

Personal Details
Name: ​​​​​​_________________________________  
Gender: Male ☐  Female ☐
Age Range: 20-29☐   30-39☐    40-49 ☐   50-59 ☐  60+☐
County of Birth: __________________________
Number of Years as Principal: _______
School Details

Location:  City ☐   Town ☐    Rural ☐ Area _____________________
Type of School: DEIS1 ☐  DEIS2 ☐  Rural DEIS ☐  Non-DEIS ☐
Number of Teachers in School:_______
Type of Role: Administrative Principal  ☐  Teaching Principal ☐
Information Prior to Interview
· This interview should last about one hour.
· I need to gather examples of your experiences and to hear your honest opinions and views and not what you think I might like to hear.

· Take your time when answering a question- don’t feel that you have to answer immediately, just because the recorder is running.

· If you don’t want to answer a question just say this and I will move on to the next question.

· If at any point you want me to stop the recording or interview, please feel free to state this.

· If you use names of people, the school or the parish, I will change these when I am typing up the interview so that these names remain confidential and anonymous.
· Are you happy that it is being recorded?
Interview Questions
1. What motivated you to become a principal? 

2. What is your ordinary everyday experience of being a principal?

3. In your experience as principal, what do you find most rewarding?

4. Can you identify aspects of your work that you find the most challenging?

5. How do you see your relationships with staff, parents and pupils?

6. Conflict is a normal part of everyday life; can you describe your experience of conflict at school and how you deal with it? 

7. Have you had the opportunity to undertake professional development courses in educational leadership?
8. How would you describe your leadership style?

9. Are there people who have been models of leadership who have inspired you?

10. Can you describe any strategies you use to cope with the challenges of your job?

11. What do you consider is distinctive about a primary school that is Catholic?

12. What is like to be a principal of a Catholic school?

13. Can you give me an idea about how the parish participates in fostering children’s faith?

14. To what extent are parents involved in fostering children’s faith?

15. How do you understand the teachers’ role in fostering children’s faith?

16. What has been your experience of working within the Catholic school patronage structures? 

17. What do you think about Catholic Church being involved in children’s education and faith development?
18. On a more personal basis, what does Christian faith mean to you?

19. Have you had any experience that you would describe as an experience of God in your life? 

20. Is the person of Jesus Christ significant in your life? 

21. Does the concept of a faith journey have relevance to you and if so how would you describe your faith journey from childhood to now? 

22. Did you ever have a faith-deepening experience in your life?

23. What is your experience of participation in the institutional Church?

24. What religious beliefs, if any, are most important to you?

25. As a principal of a Catholic school, what sustains or nurtures your inner life now?

26. In Ireland today, how easy is it to be a person of faith or no faith?

27. Do you see the role of principal of a Catholic primary school as a vocation?

28. If you see yourself as a person of faith, can you tell me specifically how your faith influences your role as principal in a Catholic school?

29. Is there anything else you would like to add about the meaning of faith for you?
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