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Primary Circular 01/01

Department of Education and Science

Primary Branch

To Boards of Management and Principals of

Primary Schools

Paternity Leave

The Minister for Education & Science wishes to advise that, following agreement at the Conciliation Council male teachers are entitled to paid paternity leave with effect from 1 January 2001.  These teachers who are serving in a permanent or temporary trained capacity are entitled to 3 school days paid paternity leave. 

Three school days paid leave is granted in respect of a child born after 1 January 2001.  This leave must be taken within four weeks of the birth.  In the case of multiple births the maximum of 3 school days still applies. Paternity leave is not granted where the birth occurs before 24 weeks of pregnancy and the child is stillborn. This in line with maternity leave arrangements.

In the case of adoption where the date of placement is on or after 1 January 2001, the 3 days paid special leave may be taken within four weeks of the date of placement of the child.  In the case of more than one child being adopted at the same time the maximum of 3 days applies.

The 3 days paternity leave may be taken either consecutively or individually as appropriate. Job-sharing  teachers should be treated on a pro-rata basis.

A Board of Management may appoint a substitute teacher, paid for by the Department, when a teacher is on paternity leave.  The Board of Management should list the reason for the absence as “Paternity Leave” on the Substitute Teacher Salary Claim Form. 

Teachers are requested to notify their Board of Management of their intention to avail of paternity leave 4 weeks in advance.  Teachers should then at the earliest possible date inform their Board of the exact dates of their leave, so a replacement substitute teacher can be arranged.

This Circular should be retained with Circular 18/00 ( Brief Absences) for future reference in the school.  It may also be accessed on the Department of Education & Science website at www.irlgov.ie/educ.

Dermot Ryan                                                                                        February 2001

Primary Branch 
