Insert School Name, Address, Contact Details

[Insert Date]
Dear Parents
You may be aware that last week’s budget contained measures which will inevitably lead to the closure of small rural schools.  The pupil teacher ratio for 2, 3 and 4 teacher schools has been raised which will make teaching and learning more difficult in these schools and the underlying strategy is to  ‘encourage’  these schools to consider amalgamation depriving many small rural areas of a vital element of community life.

As it happens, [Insert School Name] is presently a [Insert Teacher Number] teacher school, but it is quite possible we would be a four teacher school in 3-4 years time. 

Modern Languages in Primary Schools Initiative

On a separate issue, the budget abolished ‘The Modern Languages in Primary Schools Initiative’ which has been on the go for 11 years.  The Department of Education & Skills paid a teacher (in our case, Insert Teacher Name) to teach [Insert Language] to fifth and sixth class children in [Insert areas) national schools.  The 300 modern language teachers’ country-wide had absolutely no notice the scheme was being scrapped and are shocked to be so suddenly ‘terminated with immediate effect’. This scheme has been an excellent one over the years and all children involved greatly benefitted particularly the weaker children who gained confidence to study a new language in secondary school. 

One way of registering your objection to the axing of the Modern Languages programme, could be to log on to their website  www.mlpsi.ie  to sign the online petition which will be sent to the Minister to highlight the widespread dismay at this decision, not only in Ireland but from academics and language experts all over the world.

 I would urge you to highlight these issues:

· Abolition of the Modern Languages Scheme and 
· The Increased Pupil Teacher Ratio for smaller schools

By contacting your local TDs, the Minister for Education’s office and the media to make the case for retaining the Modern Languages in Primary Schools Project and reversing the pupil teacher ratio increase for small schools. 

School Transport

The charge for primary school transport will increase from €50 to €100. The family maximum at primary level will increase to €220 from €110. These measures will be offset by a reduction in concessionary charges at primary level, with the charge reducing from €200 to €100. The overall family maximum charge of €650 remains unchanged as does the post primary charge of €350.  
Yours sincerely,

-----------------------------
[Insert Principal’s Name]

Some Useful Information
1. Mr Enda Kenny  Taoiseach, 
Department of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Upper Merrion Street, Dublin 2.  
Tel:  01 6194020.  Fax:  01 66764048.  Email:  

Taoiseach@taoiseach.gov.ie.  www.taoiseach.gov.ie
2. Mr Ruairi Quinn TD Minister for Education and Skills, 
Department of Education and Skills, Marlborough Street, Dublin 1.

Tel:  01 6183434.  Fax 01 6184153. 
Email:  minister@education.gov.ie.   www.ruairiquinn.ie
3. Mr Brendan Griffin, Fine Gael National Headquarters, 
51 Upper Mount Street, Dublin & Cahirfilane, Keel, Castlemaine, Co Kerry 

Tel: (01) 6198444  Phone: 087 652 8841   Fax: (01) 6625046    
See: www.finegael.ie for more.  

Email: brendangriffinfg@gmail.com
4. Michael Healy Rae, Sandymount, Kilgarvan, Co. Kerry.
Tel: 066 97 064 85982.  

5. Mr Jimmy Deenihan, Department of Arts, Heritage & The Gaeltacht, 

23 Kildare Street, Dublin 2.  &  Finuge, Lixnaw, Co. Kerry. 

Tel.  01 6313804 & 068 40154.   Email:  ministers.office@ahg.gov.ie.  www.jimmydeenihan.com.
