
Legal Diary Topics through the years 

ISSUE  DATE      TITLE 

3 Nov-00 Education Welfare Act 2000 

4 Jan-01 The Education Welfare Act (2000) - Summary 

6 Jun-01 Equal Status Act 2000 

7 Oct-01 Child Protection Guidelines and Procedures 

8 Dec-01 The Discipline Chronology 

12 Jun-02 Education Welfare Act 

13 Oct-02 When can a parent appeal a decision to refuse to enrol a pupil in a particular school? 

14 Dec-02 Enrolment Issues 

14 Dec-02 Education Welfare Act 

16 Jun-03 Specific Purpose Contracts 

17 Oct-03 Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill 2003 

17 Oct-03 Administration of Medicine 

18 Dec-03 Education for Persons with Disabilities Bill 2003 

20 Apr-04 Bullying - The Nano Nagle Case 

21 Jun-04 The publication of school inspection reports 

22 Oct-04 McGinn v Board of Management and Dept. of Education  

23 Dec-04 Running on School Playgrounds 

24 Jan-05 Negligence and Liability 

25 Feb-05 Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004 

26 May-05 Failure to Maintain Supervision Rota Results in Negligence for School 

27 Jun-05 
Primary Principal Wins Supreme Court Appeal in Landmark Ruling on the Publication of School Inspection 
Reports 

28 Oct-05 Contracts of Employment 

29 Dec-05 School Absenteeism 

https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2000/3033-leadership-issue-3-nov-2000
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2000/106-leadership-issue-04-jan-2001
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2000/108-leadership-issue-06-may-2001
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2000/109-leadership-issue-07-oct-2001
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2000/110-leadership-issue-08-dec-2001
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2002--2003/125-leadership-issue-12-jun-2002
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2002--2003/111-leadership-issue-13-sept-2002
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2002--2003/112-leadership-issue-14-nov-2002
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2002--2003/112-leadership-issue-14-nov-2002
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2002--2003/114-leadership-issue-16-may-2003
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2003--2004/115-leadership-issue-17-sept-2003
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2003--2004/115-leadership-issue-17-sept-2003
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2003--2004/3035-leadership-issue-18-nov-2003
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2003--2004/3034-leadership-issue-20-april-2004
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2003--2004/3029-leadership-issue-21-june-2004
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2004--2005/116-leadership-issue-22-sept-2004
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2004--2005/117-leadership-issue-23-nov-2004
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2004--2005/118-leadership-issue-24-jan-2004
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2004--2005/119-leadership-issue-25-mar-2005
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2004--2005/120-leadership-issue-26-may-2005
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2004--2005/121-leadership-issue-27-jun-2005
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2005--2006/83-leadership-issue-28-oct-2005
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2005--2006/84-leadership-issue-29-dec-2005


Legal Diary Topics through the years 

30 Jan-06 Fairness of Procedures and Due Process are Essential Ingredients in any Code of Discipline 

31 Apr-06 Principals Right To Allocate Classes Undermined By Decision of Employment Appeals Tribunal 

32 May-06 The Safety, Health and Welfare Act 2005 

33 Jun-06 Poor School Attendance, A Battle Worth Fighting 

34 Oct-06 Employment Law 

35 Dec-06 Redefining Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 

35 Dec-06 Garda Vetting 

35 Dec-06 Procedure for appointing ancillary staff 

36 Feb-07 Implementing the Education for Persons with Special Education Needs (EPSEN) Act 2004 

37 Apr-07 Implementing The EPSEN Act 2004 (continued) 

38 May-07 Is your child Catholic enough to get a place at school 

39 Jun-07 Occupier's Liability 

40 Sep-07 Rights of all parents irrespective of their marital status 

41 Nov-07 Can we have faith in our schools?; IT Lecturer convicted of assault; The G Case 

42 Dec-07 New Board of Management/New Priorities 

42 Dec-07 Health & Safety Executive advice on preventing slips, trips and falls in the education sector 

43 Feb-08 
Towards a School Principal’s Contract or a job description at the very least/ Teachers settle school 
bullying claim case 

44 Apr-08 Mobile/Camera Phones and Bebo 

45 Jun-08  Discrimination: Always a Fertile Ground for Litigation 

46 Sep-08 Litigation in relation to stress claims by staff in schools 

47 Nov-08 Codes of Behaviour - New Guidelines 2008 

48 Jan-09 Codes of Behaviour - The New Guidelines 2008 

https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2005--2006/85-leadership-issue-30-jan-2006
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2005--2006/86-leadership-issue-31-april-2006
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2005--2006/87-leadership-issue-32-may-2006
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2005--2006/88-leadership-issue-33-june-2006
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2006--2007/89-leadership-issue-34
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2006--2007/90-leadership-issue-35
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2006--2007/90-leadership-issue-35
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2006--2007/90-leadership-issue-35
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2006--2007/91-leadership-issue-36
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2006--2007/92-leadership-issue-37
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2006--2007/93-leadership-issue-38
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2006--2007/94-leadership-issue-39
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2007--2008/95-leadership-issue-40-sep-2007
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2007--2008/96-leadership-issue-41-nov-2007
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2007--2008/97-leadership-issue-42-dec-2007
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2007--2008/97-leadership-issue-42-dec-2007
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2007--2008/98-leadership-issue-43-march-2008
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2007--2008/99-leadership-issue-44-april-2008
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2007--2008/100-leadership-issue-45-june-2008
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2008--2009/101-leadership-issue-46-sep-2008
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2008--2009/2315-leadership-issue-47-nov-2008
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2008--2009/2399-leadership-issue-48-jan-2009


Legal Diary Topics through the years 

49 Mar-09 Health Service Executive must disclose confidential information given by teachers to social workers 

50 Apr-09 High Court quashes Section 29 Appeal Committee Decision in landmark decision 

51 Jun-09 "Book Review - “Religion, Education, and the Law in Ireland” by Dr Dympna Glendenning BL" 

52 Sep-09 The application of a school's code of behaviour applies to special needs pupils 

53 Oct-09 School's policy on appropriate dress code for First Holy Communion Boys not discriminatory 

54 Jan-10 Principal dismissed for alleged bullying is awarded €55,000 

55 Mar-10 
Dodgy reference allegations, offloading of pupils, transfers, and 
the rights of parents to send pupils to a school of their choice 

56 Apr-10 School sports/the teaching of physical education 

56 Apr-10 Fixed-term and Specific Purpose Contracts in plain English 

57 Jun-10 DES CIRCULAR 60/2009 – Professional Competence Issues 

58 Sep-10 DES CIRCULAR 60/2009 – Other Disciplinary Issues 

59 Nov-10 Essential Legal Policies for Schools 

60 Jan-11 Vetting 

61 Mar-11 
School entitled not to take Autistic Boy with Significant 
Development Delay and Significant Learning Disability' 

62 Apr-11 Primary school discriminates against Traveller pupil in enrolment application 

63 Jun-11 Teacher awarded €88,000 in damages as a result of being bullied by school Principal 

64 Sep-11 
‘Indirect Discrimination by school in admission policy held to be justifiable’; Fixed-term and Specific 
Purpose Contracts – in plain English;  

65 Nov-11 Children First - National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children 2011  

66 Jan-12 Court rules in favour of school in expulsion case 

https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2008--2009/2451-leadership-issue-49-march-2009
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2008--2009/2454-leadership-issue-50-april-2009
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2008--2009/2692-leadership-issue-51-june-2009
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2009--2010/2708-leadership-issue-52-sep-2009
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2009--2010/2752-leadership-issue-53-november-2009
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2009--2010/2797-leadership-issue-54-january-2010-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2009--2010/2800-leadership-issue-55-march-2010
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2009--2010/2801-leadership-issue-56-april-2010
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2009--2010/2801-leadership-issue-56-april-2010
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2000-2010/2009--2010/2807-leadership-issue-57-june-2010
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2010--2011/2856-leadership-issue-58-sep-2010
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2010--2011/2855-leadership-issue-59-november-2010
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2010--2011/2854-leadership-issue-60-jan-2011
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2010--2011/2902-leadership-issue-61-march-2011
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2010--2011/3027-leadership-issue-62-april-2011-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2010--2011/3697-leadership-issue-63-june-2011-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2011--2012/3706-leadership-issue-64-september-2011-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2011--2012/3750-leadership-issue-65-november-2011-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2011--2012/3781-leadership-issue-66-january-2012


Legal Diary Topics through the years 

67 Mar-12 
 Compulsory Registration and Continual Professional Development are the main ingredients in Education 
(Amendment) Bill 2012 

68 Apr-12 Traveller Pupil fails in discrimination case against school 

69 Jun-12 
 Pupil with specific language and learning difficulties fails in action for discrimination and harassment 
against school 

70 Sep-12  Court rules in favour of school principal in dismissal case 

71 Nov-12  Risk Assessment and the Safety Statement 

72 Jan-13  Health & Safety of the principal; Children Referendum; Cyber bullying and the law 

73 Mar-13  Is Section 24 dealing with underperformance in schools? 

74 Apr-13 Cyber-bullying; New Health & Safety guidelines to be issued for academic year 2013/2014  

75 Jun-13 75 Issues - A Reflection 

76 Sep-13 
Separated father fails in discrimination case against primary school; Child protection watchdog calls for 
extension of guardianship rights 

77 Nov-13 
School principal successfully thwarts Board of Management attempt to demote her in landmark Section 
24 case; New health and safety templates for primary schools 

78 Jan-14 Anti-bullying Policy – Regulatory and legislative considerations 

79 Mar-14 The Louise O’Keeffe Case - Implications for Schools and the Department of Education & Skills 

80 May-14 
 Less favourable treatment of pupil by school principal results in €700 fine; Court decides on post primary 
placement for 6th class pupil; personal insolvency and principals 

81 Jun-14  Teaching Council reluctant to hold disciplinary hearings in public; The age of consent 

82 Sep-14    

83 Nov-14  Data Protection and the Primary Online Database 

84 Jan-15 Does a shortened school day for a pupil amount to discrimination?; The recruitment of ancillary staff 

85 Mar-15 No blame policy and poor record-keeping when dealing with bullying behaviour is unacceptable 

86 May-15 Compulsory retirement age; Mother of Traveller student fails in discrimination case 

https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2011--2012/3854-leadership-issue-67-march-2012-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2011--2012/3896-leadership-issue-68-april-2012
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2011--2012/3926-leadership-issue-69-june-2012
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2012--2013/4072-leadership-issue-70-september-2012
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2012--2013/4195-leadership-issue-71-november-2012-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2012--2013/4282-leadership-issue-72-january-2013
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2012--2013/4373-leadership-issue-73-march-2013
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2012--2013/4514-leadership-issue-74-april-2013-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2012--2013/4515-leadership-issue-75-june-2013
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2013--2014/4589-leadership-issue-76-sep-2013-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2013--2014/4672-leadership-issue-77-nov-2013
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2013--2014/4683-leadership-issue-78-jan-2014
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2013--2014/4746-leadership-issue-79-mar-2014-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2013--2014/4761-leadership-issue-80-may-2014-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2013--2014/4794-leadership-issue-81-june-2014
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2014--2015/5262-leadership-issue-82-september-2014
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2014--2015/4881-leadership-issue-83-november-2014-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2014--2015/4882-leadership-issue-84-january-2015-
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2014--2015/4953-leadership-issue-85-march-2015
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2014--2015/4984-leadership-issue-86-may-2015


Legal Diary Topics through the years 

87 Jun-15 Admissions to Schools Bill 

88 Sep-15 Managing sick leave 

89 Nov-15 Unsuccessful candidate fails in challenge to appointment of school principal 

90 Jan-16 School's dismissal of teacher upheld 

91 Mar-16 The school's duty of care to pupils 

92 May-16 The Children First Act 2015 

93 Jun-16 The commencement of statutory requirements for Garda Vetting 

94 Sep-16 The Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 

95 Nov-16 Garda Vetting 

96 Jan-17 Complaints against schools to the Ombudsman for Children's Office (OCO) 

97 Mar-17 School liable for payment to teacher whose Teaching Council registration has expired 

98 May-17 Negligence 

99 Jun-17 Caretaker Unfair Dismissal 

 

https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2014--2015/4992-leadership-issue-87-june-2015
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2015-2016/5065-leadership-issue-88-september-2015
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2015-2016/5106-leadership-issue-89-november-2015
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2015-2016/5170-leadership-issue-90-january-2016
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2015-2016/5250-leadership-issue-91-march-2016
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2015-2016/5251-leadership-issue-92-may-2016
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2015-2016/5263-leadership-issue-93-june-2016
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2016-2017/5312-leadership-issue-94-september-2016
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2016-2017/5351-leadership-issue-95-november-2016
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2016-2017/5381-leadership-issue-96-january-2017
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2016-2017/5424-leadership-issue-97-march-2017
https://www.ippn.ie/index.php/supports/leadership/2016-2017/5457-leadership-issue-98-may-2017

